
Escanaba Township “SPECIAL MEETING” held January 25, 2020, in ZOOM.

Supervisor Tom Rymkos called the meeting to order at 7:30, p.m. and led in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Supervisor call roll call:  Clerk Patricia Beauchamp (Lake County, Florida), Treasurer Kim Knauf-
Wyckoff (Delta County Michigan), Trustee Theresa Chenier (Delta County Michigan), Trustee 
Alfred Gareau (Delta County Michigan), and Supervisor Thomas Rymkos (Delta County 
Michigan).  Attorney Laura Genovich was also present from Foster Swift in Grand Rapids.

The Approval of the Agenda.  Clerk Beauchamp asked who made the Agenda being her name 
was on it.  Attorney Genovich said she did.  Clerk Beauchamp asked that she be notified ahead 
of time with what was going to be on the Agenda.  A representative from Orion had called her 
and asked who put the mortorium on solar and what will be taking place, which the Clerk had 
no idea at the time.  Treasurer Knauf-Wyckoff moved to accept the Agenda as discussed, 
seconded by Trustee Chenier.  All Board members voted yes.  Motion carried.

Trustee Chenier moved to approve the January 11, 2021, minutes as presented, seconded by 
Trustee Gareau.  Motion carried.  All Board members voted yes to approve the minutes.

Public Comments:  Maradee Luft wanted to know what the meeting was about.

Supervisor Rymkos moved to adjourn our special meeting at 7:45 p.m. to have a closed session 
to discuss with our Attorney Genovich on Solar.  Seconded by Treasurer Knauf-Wyckoff.  All 
Board members voted yes.

Treasurer Knauf-Wyckoff moved to return to our special meeting at 8:20 p.m., seconded by 
Trustee Gareau.  All Board members voted yes.  Motion carried.

Attorney Genovich from Foster Swift proposed a Mortorium Ordinance to regulate regulations 
to land use for solar panels.  Treasurer Knauf-Wyckoff moved to accept the resolution for a 
12month period, seconded by Trustee Chenier.  Yes votes were from Supervisor Rymkos, 
Treasurer Knauf Wyckoff, Trustee Gareau, and Trustee Chenier.  Clerk Beauchamp voted no.  
Motion carried on the yes votes.

Supervisor Rymkos wanted to discuss the up coming budget.  Clerk Beauchamp mentioned 
there was a misprint on the Deputy wages.  Currently the deputies get $65 a month no deferred 
comp.  The Trustees are getting $160 a month plus deferred comp.  The new budget for 
2021-2022 the fire department is asking for budgeted supplies of $44,000.  Supervisor Rymkos 
wants a line item for the Township Hall and Fire Departments maintenance.  

The Township Zoning has two maps for zoning and none of them have Ag (Agriculture) on them.  
The Supervisor will be getting in contact with CUPPAD to discuss this.

Public Comments:  None.

Trustee Chenier gave a report on the educational classes that are available for all members of 
the Boards thru the Michigan Townships Association.
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Trustee Chenier moved to adjourn at 9:30 p.m., seconded by Treasurer Knauf-Wyckoff.  All 
Board members voted yes to adjourn.  Motion carried.   
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