
ESCANABA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

JANUARY 7, 2019 MEETING

The regular meeting of the Escanaba Township Planning Commission was called to order by Jack 
Penegor at 7:30 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Jack Penegor

ROLL CALL: Ray Hughes, Barry King, Jack Penegor, and Norm Fleury were present.  Cliff 
Barron and Ann LaBumbard were excused.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: for December 3, 2018. A motion to accept the minutes was 
made by Barry King, seconded by Norm Fleury and approved by all.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: There were no comments.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: a motion was made to approve the agenda by Ray Hughes, seconded 
by Barry King, approved by all.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:

Zoning permits: There are none

Blight Report: There is nothing new with the LaBumbard blight as the government is shut 
down. Waiting for a report from the DEQ.

Board Meeting Update: need to see if Tom Rykmos is going to except planning 
commission appointment.

NEW BUSINESS: Mead complaint: We had three complaints against the Mead gun club. One 
concerning no permits issued, Addition of pistol range.  One concerning no permits, zoning and 
noise issue. The third permits, noise, building code, zoning issues. With a list of 11 concerns.  See 
attachment for the 11 concerns. Mike Gobert from the Mead Gun Club talked to the commission. 
The Club was set up in 1957 and incorporated in 1962. The pistol range is more than 100 feet 
from the 420 21st road.  The road that leads to the dam is going south- southwest.  When they shoot they are shooting south. If they were to 

receive a request from proper authorities they would comply and have the testing done. The club was told they can put lime on the soil and it would 

encapsulate the lead shoot. The club house is next to the river and is higher than the shooting range drainage would not go into the river. They are 

grandfathered in and also covered by Sport shooting ranges act 269 of 1989. See attachment. Local regulation. If this was a new shooting range 

local government could regulate the location, use, operation, safety and construction of the sport shooting range. This club is grandfathered in as it 

was built in 1957. The shooting hours are posted. Pistol range is 50 feet from the road that goes to the dam, but this is a private road. This road has a 

gate and it will be locked after some hauling for Verso is finished. Trees will be added to help screen the range. The Police do not shoot there 

anymore as Great Lakes gun club built a new range for the police. The range is open to all type of shooting with the exception of chemical 

explosion type shot. The Mead gun club has a lease for 43.2 acers from Verso.  Wally Barron the sound is reflecting back to the homes. What are 

the hours of operation? The hours are from 7:30 to dusk, 7 days a week. Can they be lessened? This would be up to the members of the club. Who 

can shoot at the club?   Members of the club and their guests can shoot.

Concerning the complaints.  1: No permit from the DNR-Rory Mattson. No permit needed per Rory Mattson. Vote 4 to 0 no violation.

       2: No permit from Escanaba Township Zoning. No permit needed as they are grandfathered. The sport 

shooting range act 269 of 1989. The state regulates the club local Government       can’t override the state.  Vote 4 to 0 no violation

      3: The shooting ranges require 40 acres. The Mead Rod and Gun Club has only 25.  The Lease from Verso 

is for 43.2 acres. Vote 4 to 0 no violation.

      4: Required soil testing is to occur every 5 years for lead contamination has not been occurring. Norm 

Fleury made a motion to table and refer to the DEQ for answers to this question. Seconded by Ray Hughes and approved by a vote of 4 to 0 to table.



     5: No lead containers located on property as required for shooting ranges.  Norm Fleury made a motion to 

table and refer to the DEQ for answers. Seconded by Ray Hughes. And approved by a vote of 4 to 0 to table.

    6. Shooting occurs 7 days per week with no time controls or secured gate access controls in place. 

Automatic weapons are often heard and the excessive noise from all shooting funnels out the driveway to residents of Escanaba Township along 

N.7 Lane. A very negative quality of life for all local residents exists having to listen to shooting not only 7 days a week but evenings as will. 

Motion was made by Barry King to table 6 until they have more information, Seconded by Ray Hughes. Voted 4 to 0 to table.

    7. Pistol Range is with in 50 feet of the public road to UPPCO Dam. It must be noted this public road is by 

many for walking pets and family recreation fishing at the Dam. No One feels safe using this public road with all the un-supervised shooting 

occurring. Norm Fleury motioned to table this until we receive more information. Seconded by Barry King. Vote 4 to 0 to table

    8. Shooting rifles and pistols is in the direct line of fire of the public road that goes to/from the UPPCO 

Dam. The public road to the dam veers to the East which is in direct line with active long-range rifle and pistol shooters. Very unsafe and only a 

matter of time before someone is inadvertently killed or insured as a result of shooting range use. Norm Fleury Motioned to throw this one out. 

Seconded by Ray Hughes. Vote 4-0 to through this number 8 out

    9. The Range is located within 400 feet of the Escanaba River in violation of zoning. Motion to dismiss 

number 9 was made by Norm Fleury, seconded by Ray Hughes. Vote 4 to 0 to dismiss number 9.

   10. No physical berms are present on any side of the range for safety and sound control. Motion to table 

number 10 was made by Ray Hughes, seconded by Norm Fleury. Vote 4 to 0 to table number 10.

  11. The property the shooting range sits on is not zoned for a shooting range. Motion made by Norm Fleury to 

dismiss number 11, seconded by Ray Hughes. Vote 4-0 to dismiss number 11. 

This is the answers all three complaints. Until we have more information.

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Williams are interested in starting a new business. Weddings and events with the barn as a backdrop. Catered meals in a tent. 

Will have port a potty, barn may be used for the dance. What do they need?  A large gathering permit is required if the gathering is for 250 or more 

people. No parking on the road. 

Norm Fleury made a motion to close the regular meeting and go into the Public Hearing for the Master plan. This was seconded by Ray Hughes and 

approved by all.

Public was asked if there were any changes or comments they would like to make.  Robert Barron stated he would like to see more public access to 

bike and walking paths. The roads are not wide enough for this.

Resolution no. PC 01-19 was read and voted on. By a vote of 4 yes to 0 nays the resolution declared adopted.  See attachment.

Barry King made a motion to go back to the regular meeting, seconded by Norm Fleury.

OLD BUSINESS: Solar ordinance.

Asked if there are any changes for the solar ordinance. There were none.  Public Hearing will be set for February 4, 2019 meeting. With notices in 

the paper, action, also public hearing announcements.  There will be copies of the solar ordinance at the township hall and by calling Carol King.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Next meeting is February 4, 2019 at 7:30pm. We will also have a public hearing for the solar ordinance.


